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HEN, the other Day, at Mr. 
B's Lodging, to one that aſk- 


ed me whether I were a high 

or a low Church-man, 1 made anſwer that I 
hoped I was neither; For that I ſo well ap- 
proved of the Conſtitution of our Church, 
as far as I underſtood it, that, with God's 
Bleſſing, I was fully reſolved in all Things 
to conform to it, and willingly to act net- 
ther above nor below i it; and that therefore, 
with relation to the eſtabliſhed Church, I 
would own no other Title but that of a true 
Church man: You may remember you ſaicl 
you would gladly know from me the exact 
Character of ſuch a true Church-man, and 
how he 1s to be diſtinguiſhed from both the 
others, In return to which Requeſt of 
yours, I here ſend you the molt faithful 
Draught that I am able to make, accord- 
ing to the beſt of my Apprehenſions of 
him: But how he is to be diſtinguiſhed, 
and in what and how many Things he dit- 
fers from the high or low Church-man ; or 
whether he differs at all from the honeſt 
and ſincere Men of both Appellations, I 
muſt leave to your own Determination, 
A 2 having 
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having never yet been able to find any ex- 
act and ſettled meaning of theſe Terms, to 
which both the contending parties, that uſe 
them, will agree. 

By a Church-man we all mean a Chriſtian 
who embraces the Communion of the eſtabliſh- 
ed Church: To this add the Word rue, 
and then the Character of a rue Churchman 
will be, Firſt, That he is a !rue Chriſtian ; 
and Secondly, That he truly, and not in 
Pretence only, embraces the Communion of the 
eſtabliſhed Church. 

Firſt then, A true Church-man is à true 
Chriſtian : That is to ſay, he unfeignedly, 
not only in the general, believes that the 
Religion which was taught by Feſtus Chriſt, 
and his Apoſtles, is the true Religion; but 
alto embraces and gives his Aſſent to every 
Doctrine that appears from the Holy Scri— 
ptures to have been taught by them : And 
where any Doubt ariſes concerning the 
Senſe of Scripture, he not only endeavours 
to clear it by comparing parallel Places ; 
but allo pays a great Deference, in all ſuch 
Caſes, to the Opinion of the ancient Fa- 
thers of the Chriſtian Church ; who being 
Men of great and undoubted Integrity, and 
alſo living, ſome in the Apoſtles time, and 
others very near it, muſt needs be very 
proper Judges of the true Meaning of what 


they both taught and writ, Nor 1s it to 


him 
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him an Objefion againſt any ſuch Do- 
ctrine, that the Thing is above his Reaſon, 
or that he cannot frame a clear and adæ- 
quate Notion in his Mind of it: For altho' 
it is abſolutely impoſſible for a rational Fe- 
ing to give his Aſſent to Contradictions, or 
conſequently, to believe any thing which 
plainly appears to be contrary to the evi- 
dent Principles of Reaſon : Yet conſider- 
ing, that as long as we are in this World, 
IVe know but in part, and propbeſie in part, 
1 Cor. xiii. 9. And we ſee (almoſt all 
Things indeed, as ſome late Philoſophers 
have undertaken to prove, but more eſpe- 
cially the Things of God) but as /brough a 
Glaſs ; that is, darkly, & awviyual, as it were 
in a Riddle, as the Margin of our Bibles 
has it, V 12. Conſidering this, I ſay, he is 
well aſſured that many Things may be, and 
are true, which yet are beyond or very dif- 
ficult to his Conception : And therefore 
thinks himſelf bound to believe whatſoever 
God has delivered in his holy Word, ac- 
cording to the uſual Meaning and Accepta- 
tion of the Terms or Expreſſions, altho* he 
has but very obſcure and analogous No- 
tions of the Things ſo delivered. 

Again, As a true Chriſtian, he not only 
aſſents to and believes whatever he can find 
that God has declared; but he alſo makes 
it his great Care and Study, firſt, to know, 
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and then conſcientiouſly to practiſe, all 
and every part of his Duty. What God 
has commanded he will not willingly omit: 
What he has forbidden he will not do, or 
comply with: In thoſe Things where the 
Law of God has determined nothing, to 
the beſt of his Knowledge and Power, he 
acts according to the Rules of Chriſtian 
Prudence, ſo as to give as little Offence to 
any one as poſſibly he can: And where 
lawful Authority enacts any thing that is 
not contrary to the Laws of God, he gives 
Obedience to it, xo? only for Wrath, but 
alſo for Cinſcience ſake. 

Nor laſtly, does our Church-man, as a 
Chriſtian, think it enough to have a true 
Faith, and himſelf to lead a good and god- 
ly Life; but he judges it to be an inſepa- 
table Property of true Godlineis, in his 
Station, to do whatever in him lies, in or- 
der to bring others allo to the fame Pro- 
feſſion and Practice: And therefore he 
takes care not only to be holy, but allo ex- 
emplary in his Life! and to let his Light ſo 
ſhine before Men, that they ſeeing his good 
Wurts, may iollow his Example; and 
thereby advance the Honour of his Church 
and Religion; and glorify bis Father which 
15 in Heaven, Matth. v. 16. Nor does he 
fail, as occaſion offers, (beſides ſhewing 
in his Life a good Example) to make uſe 
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of ſober and modeſt Reproofs, Admoniti- 
ons, and whatever other Means may be pro- 
per for him, to ſtop the Coutſe of Vice and 
Infidelity, and promote the Practice of true 
Virtue and Picty, amongſt all Perſons 
whatſoever, with whom he has any Inter- 
courle or Converle. 

Thus does our rue Church-man make it 
the firſt and chief Part of his Care, not only 
to be, but allo (as far as without Pride or 
Affectation he may) to appear a ſerious and 
true Chriſtian, And altho' he cannot but 
rejoice whenever he finds the Intereſt of the 
Church to be promoted, altho' it be done 
even by wicked Men; as St. Paul did, that 
Chrif was preached, tho? not ſincerely, but 
in Pretence, and out of Envy, Strife and 
Contention, Phil. 1. 18. yet wherever a Man 
is known to be tainted with any Princi- 
ples, or to allow himſelf in any Omiſſions 
or Practices that are contrary to, or incon— 
ſiſtent with, the Purity and Strictneſs of 
the Goſpel; however zealous he may ap— 
pear for the Church, yet he can never look 
upon him as a true Church man, any more 
than St. Paul did upon thoſe envious and 
contentious Preachers as goud Chriſtians, 
And thus much for the firtt Part of our 
Church-man*s Character; he is a true Chri- 


ſtian. I proceed to the 


Second, Which is, that he %u embraces 
the 


11 
the Communion of the eſtabliſhed Church. 
That is to ſay, 

Firſt, He unfeignedly believes, that in the 
Communion of our Church, as by Law eſta- 
bliſhed, nothing is wanting that is neceſſary 
to eternal Salvation. He is fully perſuaded 
that we embrace all the Articles of the 
Chriſtian Faith; teach all the Rules of a 
pious and good Life, and omit no part of 
Cbriſt's Inſtitution in the Adminiſtration 
either of Baptiſm or the Lord's Supper : 
Nor does he apprehend any more to be 
neceſſary to any Man's Salvation, beſides a 
true Faith, a holy Life, to be regularly 
admitted into the Church by Baptifm, and 
to partake of the Benefits of CHriſt's Paſ- 
ſion, by a due Part.cipation of that Bread 
and that Cup which he himſelf has ap- 
pointed for that Purpoſe. And therefore a 
true Church-man thinks he may ſafely chal- 
lenge all the World to prove that any thing 
is or can be neceſſary for the Attainment of 
everlaſtirg Happineſs, which is not as effe- 
ctually to be had in the eſtabliſhed Church, 
as in any Society of Chriſtians in the World, 

Secondly, He is no leſs unfeigncdly of Opi- 
nion that cur Church requires nothing that is, 
or can be a Flindrance of Salvation, from any 
one who cemmunicales with her. He knows 
nothing that can obſtruct the Salvation of 
any Man, but /n; nor can he allow any 
thing 
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thing to be a /n, but what is @ Tranſpreſ- 
fion of God's Law, 1 Joh. iii. 4. For where 
there is no Law there is no Tranſgreſſion, 
Rom. iv. 15. that is to ſay, no Sin. Here 
therefore he requires our Adverſaries to pro- 
duce any one Law of God, and to ſhew that 
any thing preſcribed by our Church, is 
either expreſsly or by good Conſequence 
contrary thereunto : And until this be done 
(which, though often demanded, never yet 
has been done) however ſome Things in 
our Conſtitution may be plauſibly declaim- 
ed againſt by ſome that are diſaffected to 
it 3 (and what almoſt is there againſt which 
ingenious Men cannot frame ſome ſort of 
Objections) yet as long as nothing 1s there- 
in to be found; but what, upon the ſtricteſt 
Examination will abide the Teſt of God's 
Law : He concludes that there 1s no man- 
ner of Sin, and therefore no Obſtacle to 
Salvation in our Communion. And there- 
fore when he finds our Adverſaries, with 
much Noiſe and ſeeming Pomp, dreſling 
up their Objections againſt the eſtabliſhed 
Church in hard Words, and obſcure and 
doubtful Expreſſions; ſuch as Popery, or 
ſymbolizing with Papiſts, Will-worſhip, Su- 
perſ/tition, ſignificant or ſymbolical Ceremonies, 
making of new Sacraments, and the like: 
He takes it for a certain Sign that they dare 
not ſet their Cauſe in the true Light, and 

there- 


610) 
therefore endeavour, as much as they can, 
to perplex and darken it by ſuch Phraſes as 
are beyond the Underſtanding of the com- 
mon People, whom they endeavour to 
ſrighten with ſuch Viſours as Men of Senſe 
and Thought may well deſpiſe. For let 
them but once clearly and diſtinctly tell us 
what they mean by Popery, Will-worſhip, 
Superſtition, &c. and then ſhew that thoſe 
Things, in the Notion they explain them, 
are contrary to ſome Law of God, which 
they muſt produce; and laſtly, that our 
Church is guilty of theſe Things, or any 
one of them, in that very ſame Notion z and 
then they will take the right way to make 
it appear, that there is juſt Ground for 
their Separation from her. But ſince this 
never has, nor, as he thinks, can be done, 
he is of Opinion, that neither a Church- 
man, nor indeed any Man that is impartial, 
can ſee any juſt Reaſon for refuſing any 
thing that is in it ſelf lawful, and required 
by lawful Authority, only becauſe fome 
Men who are diſaffected to our Conſtitution, 
are pleaſed to give it a hard and odious 
Name. For not the Name, but the Nature 
of a thing muſt always be our Direction in 
the Acceptance or Refuſal of it. 

And here if we impartially, and without 
Prejudice, do but conſider the true Nature 
of thoſe Conſtitutions of our Church that 

| are 
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are ſo much cried out againſt (which muſt 
chiefly be gathered from t Defign and In- 
tention of the Church itſelf in appointing 
them) it may well raiſe our Wonder how 
it is poſſible for Men of Candour and Inge- 
nuity to frame any Objection againſt the 
Lawfulneſs of them. In all public Tranſ— 
actions, whether Sacred or Civil, it has 
ever been found, if not abſolutely neceſſary, 
yet highly expedient, to fix and determine 
ſome certain outward Rites and Obſer— 
vances; ſometimes for the Diſtinction of 
Perſons one from another, ſometimes for 
the Preſervation of Order and Regularity, 
and ſometimes as Signs and Tokens, or 
Memorials of what is or ought to be the 
Deſign of the Perſon or Perſons that per- 
form or are engaged in ſuch a Tranſaction, 
And where God himſelf has not fixed and 
determined theſe outward Things (as in 
moſt Caſes he did in the 7ewrih Church) 
either Cuſtom, or poſitive human Autho- 
rity has always been found more or leſs to 
have done it. Of this, in Civil Matters, 
the Inſtances are notorious, as the Diffe- 
rence of Garments and Robes for the Di- 
ſtinction of Sexes, Qualities, and Stations; 
the Formalities obſerved in paſſing of Laws, 
and electing and inaugurating of Magi- 
ſtrates z ſigning, ſcaling and delivering of 
Writings i in token of the Reality of Inten- 
tion 
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tion in the Parties who thereby bind and 
oblige themſelves ; and (to omit other In- 
ſtances) the giving of a T wig and a Sod in 
token of Livery of Seiſin of Land. Then, 
as for things Sacred, what Chriſtian Church 
is there upon Earth that has not ſome Rites 


or Ceremonics, or outward Obſervances, 


either by Law or Cuſtom eſtabliſhed among 
them for the Ends abovementioned ? Read 
but the firſt Section of Mr. DurePs Book, 
entituled, A View of the Government and 
public Worſhip of God in the reformed Churches 
beyond the Seas; and it will give you ab- 
undant Satisfaction in this Point. And 
even our own Diſſenters, who endeavour to 
repreſent our Rites and Ceremonies with 
ſuch a formidable Aſpect, have not with 
all their Care been able to keep themſelves 
free from ſome Things of the like Nature. 
Thus for Example, their Directory for pub- 
lic Worſhip plainly ſuppoſes an Appoint- 
ment of I ime and Place for ſuch Worſhip, 
and expreſsly ſettles the Method in which it 
is to be performed : In the Celebration of 
the Lord's Supper it preſcribes the Poſture 
of ſitting, and in Matrimony the Ceremony 
of joining of hands; their /e mn League 
and Covenant (to which they ſwore) was 
ordered to be taken 207% Hands lifted up: 
And tho? all Diſſenters that own the Law- 
fulneſs of taking an Oath, do allow it to 

| be 
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be an Act of religious Worſhip (that is to lay, 
whereby we expreſs the Honour and Reve- 
rence we have for God) yet I never could 
hear of any of them who made the leaſt 
Scruple of the Ceremony of laying the Hand 
upon the Holy Bible and kiſſing it, as a 
Sign or Token of the ſolemn calling of God 
to witneſs. And now, after all this, how 
ſtrange is it that ſuch great Fault ſhould 
be found with our Church, and even a 
Separation made from it, on account of 
ſuch very Things as theſe, no way unlawful 
in themſelves, and appointed only and al- 
together for the decent and laudable Ends 
above mentioned! For it is notorious, that 
we place no intrinſic Holineſs in a Linen 
Garment ; only the Church appoints a Sur- 
plice to be worn by the Miniſter that offici- 
ates, as a decent Diſtinction between him 
and the People : Our Rubrick expreſsly 
declares, that by Kneeling at the Holy 
Communion no Adoration is intended either 
to the Bread and Wine, or to any corporeal 
Preſence of the natural Fl:ſh and Blood of 
Chriſt. But that this Order is meant for a 
Signification of our humble and grateful Ac- 
 knowledgment of the Benefits of Chriſt, &c. 
nor is the Croſs after Baptiſm appointed for 
any other Purpoſe but expreſsly as a Token, 
or Memorial to all Perſons baptized, that 


they ve not aſhamed to confeſs the Faith ef 
B Chriſt 
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Chriſt crucified, &c. It is not my Deſign 
here to deſcend to the Particulars of this 
Controverſy: But our Church, in the 
ſhort Diſcourle of Ceremonies before the 
Book of Common Prayer, having expreſsly 
own'd that her Ceremonies have been devi- 
ſed by Men, and thercfore are not obtruded 
upon the People as of Divine Inſtitution ; 
that they are retained amongſt us for a de- 
cent Order in the Church, and becauſe they 
pertain to Edification — and to ſtir up the 
aull Mind of Man to the Remembrance of his 
Duty to Gd; and therefore are not by any 
to be looked upon as new Sacraments or 
Inſtruments of conveying God's Grace to 
us; and that e keeping or omitting of a 
Ceremony in itſelf conſidered, is but a ſmall 
Thing; but the wilful and contemptucus 
Tranſgre/jion, and breating of a common Or- 
der and Diſcipline, is in this Caſe, the Of- 
fence before Cod. Our Church, I fay, hav- 
ing made this clear and full Declaration of 
her Meaning: He that ſhall yet condemn 
ary of her Rites or Ceremonies as unlawful, 
mult at the ſame time allo condemn kneel- 
ing, lifting up the Hands or Eyes in Prayer, 
joining of Hands in Marriage, kiſling 
of the Book in taking of an Oath, and 
whatever elſe either Law or Cuſtom has 
eſtabliſhed either here or any where elſe in 
religious Performances for the fame Ends 

that 
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that our Church has propoſed in the ap- 
pointing or retaining of all or any of ſuch 
her Conſtitutions, But to return from this 
Digreſſion. 

Thirdly, I is in like manner, the ſettled 
Judgment of our Church-man, hat where- 
ever a Church by lawful Authority eſtabliſhed, 
neither wants any thing that is neceſſary 10 
Salvation, nor requires any thing that is a 
Hindrance it; with ſuch a Church it is 
lawful for any Chriſtian to join in Communion. 
And confequently, that the Communion 
of our Church neither is, nor can be looked 
upon as unlawful ; except a Man ſhould be 
ſo abfurd as to fay, that it may be unlaw- 
ful to do a Thing, tho' no Law of God or 
Man has any way (whether expreſsly or by 
conſequence) forbidden it. 

Fourthly and laſtly, And ſince it is be- 


yond diſpute the Duty of every Chriſtian 


to do whatſoever /aw/ully he may for the 
maintaining the Peace and Unity both of 
the Church univerſal, and alſo of each and 
every part of it; I. is alſo the Opinion and 
Judgment of our Church man, that wherever 
the Communion of an eſtabliſhed Church is 
lawful and ſuſjicient to ſalvation; there of 
neceſſity tt muſt be unlawful to ſet up any ſe- 
farate Church en Cunoregation in Oppoſition 
to her. For if once it be allowed, as law- 
fu), thus to divide from fuch a Church, it 

B 2 will, 
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will, he thinks, be impoſſible to find out 
any Rule or Principle upon which to put a 
ſtop to perpetual Diviſions after Diviſions, 
as Mens Fancies may incline them farther 
and farther to depart from each other, un- 
til every ſingle Man comes to ſtand ſepa- 
rate by himſelf, and no ſuch thing as a 
Chrijtian Society or Congregation remains 
upon the Earth; and yet no Man to be 
blamed for this Separation : Which how it 
can conſiſt with the Notion of a Church or 
Congregation, &xanoia, or the Illuſtrations of 
that Notion, which we meet with in Holy 
Scripture, from a Body and its Members ; 
a Kingdom, a City, a Family, and the 
People that compoſe it, a Sheep-fold, with 
divers others, which all do denote that 
Unity and Society which all Chriſtians are 
obliged to maintain and keep up one with 
another, he leaves to the ſerious Con ſidera- 
tion of thoſe Men, whoſe Practices can- 
not be juſtified but upon ſuch dividing 
Principles: And therefore it is with him 
an undoubted Concluſion, That to divide 
from the eſtabliſped Church of England, as 
it now ſtands, or to ſet up any other Church 
or Congregation in Oppoſition to her, within 
thoſe Precincts where ſhe is ſo eſtabliſhed, is 
altogether finful and unlawful, And thus 
much for the Second Part of a true Church- 
man's Character, which is, That he truely 
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embraces the C:mmunion of the eſtabliſhed 
Church, Give me leave, from what has 
been ſaid, to draw the Three following 
Corollaries. 

Fir, Whereas, in fome Things that are 
confeſſedly not neceſſary to Salvation, many 
learned Men of ſeveral Churches have car- 
ried their Opinions farther than what their 
Church has ever, by any publick Act, de- 
creed or determined, It we ſuppoſe the 
Caſe to be the ſame amongſt our ſelves, as 
perhaps it may; yet 2 Man that receives 
and embraces whatever our Church has, by 
any Authentic At or Decree, eſtabliſhed or 
determined, may be, and is a true Church- 
man (that is to ſay, a true Chriſtian, and 
one who truly embraces the Communion 
of the eſtabliſhed Church) a/tho* in ſuch 
other Things, as I have but now mentioned, 


be ſhould happen to be of a different Fudgment 


from the private Opinion of ncver ſo many of 


eur greateſt Divines. 

Secondly, Whereas it is allowed, on all 
Sides, that our Rites and Ccremonies, and 
ſome other Things, by our Eccleſiaſtical 
Laws enacted, are in their own Nature 
indifferent, and but of human Inſtitution, 
ordained and appointed for the fake of 
Decency and Order, and the avoiding of 
Confuſion and Irregularity, Le that con- 
ſetentionfly conforms to whatever of that Na- 

2 ture 


—— — — ⁵ . 


618) 
ture 7s eſtabliſbed amongſt us (as being lawful 
in it ſelf, and appointed by lawtul Au— 
thority) zs yet a true Church-man, alths? 
he may be of Opinion that ſeveral of theſe 
fame indifferent] Things may be altered for 
the better; and accordingly endeavours, in a 
peaceable, modeſt, and Chriſtian way, 7o get 
them ſo altered by the ſame Authority that at 
Jirſt eſlabliſbed them, And though in this 
his Opinion he ſhould be miſtaken ; yet is 
he nevertheleſs a 7rue Church-man : It be- 
ing no part of the Character of ſuch a Man 
to be free from all manner of Error. But 
except it appears very clearly to him that 
the Thing is really ſo indifferent, he will 
neither attempt, nor ſo much as give his 
Conſent that any Alteration ſhould be made 
in it. For tho' his Charity is ſuch, that 
he will not condemn any Church or ſingle 
Perſon, but where he has clearly and plainly 
the Law of God of his fide, yet where he 
finds any thing to be /ezzled;, and but even 
probable Arguments to induce him to think 
that it may be of Divine or Apoſtolick 
Inſtitution 3; he is ſure it is the ſafeſt way 
to let it ſtand as it is: And whatever Alte- 
rations he endeavours or conſents to, it is 
always with a Deſign to promote Piety, 
Peace and Unity among Chriſtians, and 
neither to raiſe any unneceſſary Controverſy 


in the Church, nor ſo much as ſeemingly 
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to encroach upon the Authority of Chris 
or his Apoſtles. And farther, before he 
will conſent to any Alteration, even in ſuch 
Things as are undoubtedly indifferent, he 
carefully weighs the probable Conſequences 
of ſuch an Attempt, and conliders, Fir, 
That if we have not before-hand a reaſon- 
able Aſſurance of ſome Good that will 
follow from it, it ought to be let alone; 
becauſe poſſibly it may produce ſome Evil, 
though every Man cannot ealily foreſee it. 
Secondly, That the Good which is aimed 
at by promoting ſuch an Alteration in our 
Church (that is to ſay, an Union with the 
Diſſenters) can with no Aſſurance be ex- 

c&ted from it, except ſome reaſonable 
Number of thoſe who diſſent from us, do 
beforchand poſitively and particularly de- 
clare, that they will be ſatisfied, and join 
in Communion with us upon the making 
of it: And Thirdly, that as well-meaning 
Diſſenters, through Miſtake or Weaknels, 
do take Offence at our innocent and decent 
Ceremonies z ſo on the other fide there 
may, poſſibly, amongſt our ſelves be many 
of the like Complexion, who would be 
equally offended at the Alteration of ſome 
of them: And to run the hazard of a 
Diſturbance within ourſelves ; and, it may 
be, the Loſs of many of our own Mem- 
bcrs, while we are not ſure of gaining as 

many 
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many others over to us as may counterba- 
lance this Danger, is what a rue Church man 
will by no means conſent to. And therefore, 
upon the whole he concludes, That a man- 
ner of Alterations in the Church, as well as in 
the State, ought to be cautionfly and thoroughty 
confidered, both in themſelves and their Con- 


ſequences, before they are made or attempted. 


Thirdlv, 4 Man may be a true Church— 
man) according to the Definition laid down) 
alu ho he conſents and deſires that a Toleration 
may be granted to thoſe that are of a different 
Perſuafien from him in Matters of Religion, 
For altho' he, for his part, is abundantly 
convinced that he cannot be in a ſurer and 
ſafer way to eternal Salvation, than in the 
Communion of the eſtabliſhed Church; 
yet to compel others (who are not under 
the like Conviction) by any Penalties to be 
inflicted either on their Bodies or Goods, 
to profeſs or practiſe what they ſolemnly 
declare to be againſt their Conſcience, 
he judges to be neither Reaſonable nor 
Agrecable to the Rules of the Goſpel. Bur 
then, as he is a faithful Subject to the Civil 
State, as well as a ſincere Member of the 
eſtabliſhed Church, he never can willingly yield 
to ſuch a Toleration as may endanger the 
Ruin or Downfal of the one or other: And 
therefore, altho' no Man can be hindered 
from thinking whatever he pleaſes; nor 

1 ought 
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ought any one to be compelled to profeſs 
a Religion, or to worſhip God any way 
that he is perſuaded is unlawful ; yet our 
Church-man does not think it reaſonable 
that all Men that pleaſe ſhould be allowed 
to gather Congregations, and there to 
teach and preach whatever Doctrine they 
ſhall think fit. For this would be not 
only a Toleration, but even an Invitation 
and Encouragement to every Man that 
were ingenious, and not ſufficiently awed 
by Conſcience, if he could not be employed 
or preferred to his Mind in the Church, to 
ſet up for himſelf ; and not only to endea- 
vour to gain ſuch a Number of Diſciples as 
may ſupport and maintain him, but alſo to 
ſtrengthen himſelf and his Party, by ſow- 
ing Diviſion and Diſtraction among thoſe 


from whom he has divided : Which, how- 


ever, at firſt, it may ſeem only to threaten 
the Church, yet will ſoon be found (as dear- 
bought Experience aſſures us) to have a 
very evil Influence upon the State allo. 
Neither does he judge it fit that any To- 
leration ſhould wi//;gly be granted, and 
much leſs Encouragement given, to thoſe - 
whole Principles or Practices do ſhew that 
they would not tolerate the eſtabliſhed 
Church, it the Power were in their Hands ; 
except they firſt do renounce and diſuwn 
ſuch Principles and Practices. For if it be 

in 
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in my Power to keep a Man's Hands tied 
and his Tongue quiet; I ought not, in 
common Prudence, to Jet looſe the one or 


p the other, until I am ſufficiently aſſured 
; that he will not make uſe of them, upon 
j the firſt Opportunity, to. my Ruin and 


Deſtruction. And therefore much leſs will 
0 a true Church. man give his Conſent that 
0 any part of the civil or military Power 
ſhould be put into the Hands of fuch Men, 
whoſe Intereſt, Inclination or Conſcience 
can hardly be ſuppoſed to allow them to be 
impartial to the eſtabliſhed Church in the 
Adminiſtration of it. For (whatever Ne- 
ceſſity may ſometimes compel] them to) he 
believes there never was any Kingdom or 
Commonwealth (who were true to their 
Profeſſion) that at any time have made it 
their Choice to put into Places of confidera- 
ble Truſt or Power, any ſuch Perſons as 
have profeſſed to belicve the eſtabliſhed 
Religion or Worſhip to be unlawful, and 
conſequently muſt think themſclves in Con- 
ſcience obliged to endeavour what they can 
the Alteration of it. 

But there are two Things yet, concern- 
ing which, I remember, you deſired par- 
ticularly to know the naked and undiſguiſed 
Theughts of a true Church-mon : The firſt 
is the lale Reveluticon, with the Conſe— 
quences thereof, namely King Milliam's 
AC- 
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s tied Acceſſion to the Throne, and her preſent 
ft, in Majeſty's to the Crown of theſe her King- 
ne or doms. But becauſe a few Men, who once 
ſſured were Members of the eſtabliſhed Church, 
upon but now have ſeparated themſelves from 
and her, do diſapprove of the late Revolution, 

3 will and refute to ſwear Allegiance to the pre- 
that ſent Government; therefore to ſuſpect even 
ower thoſe who have been conltant and firm to 
len, the Intereſt both of King William and her 
ence preſent Majeſty, always prayed for them, 
> be as their Sovereigns in their publick Wor- 
the ſhip, and have ſworn Allegiance and Fide- 
Ne- lity to them, in Oppolition to all Compe- 
he titors or Pretenders whatſocver: To ſul- 
or pect, I ſay, ſuch Perſons as thele, as if they 
eir were not well affected to the Queen or her 
it Title; if ſome very good Ground be not 
ra- produced for ſuch a Suſpicion, I think 1s 
as very highly uncharitable. It 1s poſlible 
ed that Men who are very different in their 
1d Hypotheſes concerning the Ground and Ori- 
n. ginal of Civil Power, may yet, in their 
in Practice, agree in being very Faithful and 
Loyal to that particular Government under 

D which they at one time live : And there- 
— fore as long as you cannot tax a Man with 
1 any thing that is Diſeyal, either in his 
- Words or Actions, you ought not, by any 


Means, to endeavour to bring him under 
ſuch a Suſpicion 3 becaule in point of Specu- 
lation, 
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lation, he perhaps proceeds upon a different 
Scheme of Principles from that which you 
have laid down to yourſelf. However, to 
give you all the Satisfaction I can in this 
Matter, I here preſent you with the naked 
and undiſguiſed Thoughts both of my ſelf 
and other rue Church-men, as far as I am 
acquainted with them, touching this whole 
Matter, which are as follows. 

Firſt, That the late King James, by refu- 
ſing to govern his Subjects according to 
the Fundamental Laws and Conſtitutions 
of the Realm (to which legal Government 
only his People were obliged to ſubmit) 
and by aſſuming to himſelf an illegal and 
arbitrary Power (which was in effect the 
ſetting up of a new Kingdom or Govern- 
ment, to which his Subjects were no way 
bound to yield or give Obedience.) And 
laſtly, By withdrawing himſelf from the 
Kingdom, rather than yield that thoſe Laws 
and Conſtitutions which he had infringed, 
ſhould again be reſtored to their due Force; 
did really, and in the ſtricteſt propriety of 
Senſe, abdicate the Government (that is to 
ſay, that Government with which alone he 
was legally inveſted) and conſequently, did 
leave the Throne vacant ; as was voted by 
the Commons, and agreed to by the Lords 
in Convention aſſembled in January and 
February 1685. 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, That by the Fundamental Law 


of Selt-preſervation (which mult always 


take Place in ſuch Caſes, where the Laws 


"of the Land have not made ſufficient Pro- 


viſion for the publick Safety) The People 
of England had a Right to fill the vacant 
Throne, and to put the abdicated Government 
into ſuch Ilands as might be moſt for the 
common Safety. For, tor them to have re- 
mained in the ſame Condition that K. James 
left them in, until he had returned again to 
them at the Head of an Army, had been 
evidently to give way to their own Ruin 
and Deſtruction z which ſure they were 
not obliged to do: Nor was it poſſible for 
ſo great a Body of Men, even for a ſmall 
Time, to ſubſiſt with any Security to them- 
ſclves, without ſome eſtabliſhed Govern- 
ment, as well to rule them within them- 
ſel ves, as to protect them from their Ene- 
mies abroad. 

Thirdly, As it is morally impoſſible for 
ſo great a Number of Men, as the People 
of England then were, to tranſact any Bu- 
ſineſs jointly in their own proper Pick ; 
ſo, by the fundamental Conſtitution of the 
Kingdom, the Houſes of Lords and Com- 


mons, when met together, were the only 


legal Repteſcntatives of the whole Body of 
the Nation, in the Circumſtances they 
then were; the King having withdrawn 

| 25 himſelf, 
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himſelf, and reſuſed to exert his legal Power 
amongſt them: And therefore whatſoever 
a Majority of both Houſes did agree to, 
was to be conſtrued and eſteemed as the 
Act of the whole People; eſpecially, if 
afterwards 1t was acquieſced in, and there- 
by conſented to, by the generality of the 
Nation itſelf. Since then the Lords and 
Commons ſo met, did, upon King James's 
Abdication, place our late Sovereign King 
William on the Throne, and the generality 
of the People did acquieſce in his Govern- 
ment; it follows that King William there- 
by became our rightful and lawful Ring; and 
conſequently that eur preſent gracious Sove- 
reign Queen Anne (who legally ſucceeds 
him) is our rightful and lawful Queen. 

Fourthly and Laſily, Since the Supreme 
Legiſlative Power in every Kingdom and 
Commonwealth, has no Authority over it, 
whereby it may te controlled, but that of 
God and his Laws; and the particular 
Form of Government, or Rule of Succeſſi- 
on, in any Civil State, is not ſettled or de- 
termined by any Law of God's making: 
It undeniably follows, that in every King- 
dom, the Supreme Legiſlative Power may 
limit the Succcflion to the Crown or Sove- 
reignty, Within themſelves, according as 
ſhall be found molt adviſcable for the good 


of the Community, From whence the 


Con ſequence 
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Conſequence is, That in all Ages to come, 


. eoboſoever is, or ſhall be, King or Queen of 


theſe Realms, By Law, is to be owned and 
locked upon as rightful and lawful Ring or 
Dueen of the ſame, ; 

The other thing, concerning which you 
deſired to know the naked and undiſguiſed 
Thoughts of a true Churchman was the 
Neceſſly of Epiſcopal Government in the 
Chriltian Church; together with the Con- 
ſequences of that Doctrine, as well with 
reſp*& to the Foreign Churches abroad, as 
to our Diſſenters at home; whoſe Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Polity is framed after a different 
Model: In anſwer whereunto, I here freely 
give you my Judgment, as far as is neceſ- 
ſary for the preſent Purpoſe. 

Firſt, Then, it is, I think allowed, by 
all who foberly profeſs Chriſtianity, to be 
4 divine Appoin!ment, that the Chriſtian 

eligion ſhould publickly be taught and preach- 
ed (not as a philoſophical Doctrine, which 
any Man ot Learning may teach in a 
School, but authoritatively propoſed to 
the Conſciences of the People, as a Law 
revealed and given by God) Baptiſm and 
the Lord's Supper be adminiſtred, and Diſci- 
pline (for the puniſhing of Offenders with 
Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures, and excluding ſuch 
as are obſtinate from the Communion of 

the Faithful) duly exerciſed, See the Paſt- 
2 ſcript, 
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ſcript, and compare it with what follows. 


Secondſy, Where any Work is by divine 
Appoiatment to be performed, the Perfons, 


who perform the Work, muſt, erdinarily 


and regularly, derive their Power for fo 
doing from God himſeit, For, who but 
he, that has Authority to appoint the Work 
to be done, can give a ſufficient Power to 
any one to take it in Hand? Ordinarily and 
regularly, I ſay; for, as for Caſcs of extra- 
ordinary Neccſſity; how far, in them a 
Man may preſume upon God's Aprebatien 
of an Action, for the doing of which he 
has not, in a regular Way, icccived any 
Power, is a Point that does not come un— 
der our preſent Conſideration, Jn the or- 
dinary and regular Method therefore of 
Things, ＋ Ne ſocver taxes upon him to be a 
publick Teacher er Preacher cf the Goſpel, to 
adminiſter Baptiſm er the Lord's Supper, or 
to exerciſe Icleſiofticat Diſcipline in the 
Church of Chriit, ut originally derive bis 
Power for ſo doing from none cther but Ged 
Y. mm; eff. 

Tvirdly, That the Power of performing 
all theſe Offices, was at the firit Founda- 


ton of the Chriſtian Church, given by our 


bleſſed Saviour to the Twelve Apoltles, by 
them to be communicated to other proper 
Perſons, is what I am ſure you will not 
deny: From whence it will follow, That 
in 
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in whatſoever Frame or Method the Apoſiles 
did ſettle the Polity of the Church, in order 


to the conftant and continual Performance of 


all the ſaid Offices, the ſame ought to be pre- 


ſerved intire (as far as poſſibly can be) in al! 
ſucceeding Ages. Or in other Terms; how- 
ever lawtul and neceſſary it may be, to re- 
gulate the undetermined Circumſtances even 
of a divine Inſtitution, according to the 
Rules of Prudence, and the preſent Exi- 
gence of Things; yet, wherever it appears 
that any thing has been eſtabliſhed by the 
Apoſtles themſelves, (who are allowed to 
have had their Miſſion and Commiſſion im- 
mediately from Chrift;) no manner of 
Change, by any human Authority, ouglit 
ever to be made in any Subſtantial Part of 
ſuch an Eſtabliſhment : Whatever in Caſes 
of exiraordinary Neceſſity (of which I am 
not now ſpeaking) may perhaps ſometimes 
innocently be ſubmitted to, or complied 
with. 

Fourthly, (to ſpeak in the Words of 
the learned Mr. Chil.ingworth) If cos ab- 
tract from Epiſcopal Government all As- 
cidentals, and conſider only what is Eſſential 
and Neceſſary to it; we ſhall find in it 9 
more but this: An Appointment of one Man 
of eminent Sanity and Sufficiency, to have 
the Care of all the Churches within a certain 
Precinct or Dioceſe, and furniſhing bim with 

C 3 Autbo- 
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Autboriiy (not Abſolute or Arbitrary, but 
regulated and bounded by Laws, and mogera- 
ted by joining to him a convenient Number of 
Aſſiſtants) to the Intent that all the Churches 
under him may be provided of good and able 
Paſtors: And that, both of Pastors and 
People, Conformity to Laws, and Perform- 
ance of their Duties may be required, under 
Penalties, not left to Diſcretion, but by Law 
appointed. Apoſt. Inſtit. of Epiſc, Demonſtr. 
Sect. 11. 

Fifthly, That this Government was re- 
ceived univerſally in the Church, either in 
the Apoflles time, or preſently after, is fo 
eviaent and unqueſtionable, that the moſt 
learned Adverſaries of this Government do 
themſelves confeſs it. As you may find by 
the Teſtimonies quoted, ibid. Sed. iii. 

From whence, Sixthly, I cannot but 
conclude with the ſame learned Author, 
Sect vi. That ſeeing Epiſcopal Government 
15 confeſſed y % Autient and ſo Catholic, it 
cannot with Reaſon be denied to be Apaſtolick. 
No poſlivle Account being to be given, 
how a Change from that Frame of Church- 
Polity, which the Apoſtles had laid, ſhould 
jutinediately after their Time (if not while 
ſome of them were alive) come to be uni- 
verjally received througnout the Chriſtian 
World : And that not only without the 
leall Oppoſition, but even any manner of 
Notice 
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Notice taken, by any Writer, of that 


Time or ſince, that any ſuch Change there 


was. As he molt convincingly argues in 
the remaining Part of that ſhort Diſcourſe, 
which I earneſtly recommend to your read- 
ing. 
> he deſigned Brevity of this Letter will. 
not permit me more largely to inſiſt on 
this Point: Only this I will add, that if 
we allow the univerſal Practice of the Pri- 
mitive Church to be a good Comment upon 
thoſe Paſſages of holy Scripture that re- 
late to this Matter; no impartial Man, I 
think, can deny that Epiſcopal Government 
(as I have but now ſtated it in the Words 
of Mr. Chillinswerth) is of Apoſtolick Inſti- 
tution: Which if once we grant, it will 
follow, laſtly, from the Third Propoſition 
that I have hid down, That 27 ought to be 
preſerved intire in the Church in all the Ages 
Fit. 
104 thus I have freely given you my 
Thoughts, (and I believe they are much the 
fame in every raue Churcb- man) touching 
the Neceſſity of Ipiſcopal Government in the 
Church. I come now to the Conſequences 
of this Doctrine of which you deſire to be 
informed. And, in my Opinion, a true 
Church-man, from what has been faid con- 
cerning the Neceſſity of Epiſcopacy, in 
4 Conjun— 
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Conjunction with his other Principles, will 
draw theſe following Inferences. 

Firſt, That wherever Epiſcopal Govern- 
ment is ſettled and eſtabliſhed, it ought by no 
means to be aboliſhed. If any Biſhop do al- 
ſume more Power to himſelf than what 
juſtly belongs to him, he may and ough: 
to be reſtrained by proper Authority : But 
wholly to aboliſh an Order or Office ſo early 
ſettled and univerſally received throughout 
the Chriſtian Church, a true Church-man 
cannot but look upon as a dangerous En- 
croachment upon the Authority of the 
Apoſtles, or rather of Chriſt himſelf, from 
whom they received their Commiſſion. 

Secondly, Mere Epiſcopacy, as above 
ſtated, is the Government of an eſtabliſhed 
Church, againſt whoſe Communion no guſt cr 
ſufficient Objection can be made; all Chri- 
ftians cught to own the Communion of that 
Church as lawful, and they who live within 
the Precintts, where ſhe is ſo eſtabliſhed, are 
bound in Conſcience to join in Communicn 
with her: And that notwithſtanding that 
jn their Opinion ſhe may labour under ſume 
Defects. For where a Church is eſtabliſhed 
in which we may fully enjoy all the Ordi- 
nances of God that are neceſfary to Salva- 
tion, and are compelled to do nothing that 
is contrary to the Law of God ; no ſuppo- 

led 
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ill ſed Defeft can juſtify a Separation from 
ſuch a Church. 

7 | Thirdly, It two Societies of Chriſtians, | 
20 in any Place or Country, do enjoy, the | 
. | Freedom of their Religion; both in all | 
t other Reſpects equally Orthodox; but the | 
Fo 5 Government of the one being Epiſcopal, | 
c . and the other not ſo: A true Church-man | 
/ will think himſelf obliged to hold Communio | 
t | with ſuch an Epiſcopal Church wherever he | 
finds it, rather than with thoſe who have | 


rejected that Apoltolick Form of Govern- 
ment, Nor is it to him material, in this 

Cale, to ſay that the Non Epiſcopal Church 

is eſtabliſned by Law, and the Epiſcopal | 

only tolerated or connived at. For where— 

ever he has the Opportunity of enjoying 

any Ordinance of God, he thinks that no 

human Law ougnt to debar him from it: 

And whatever he finds or judges to have 

been appointed by the Apoſtles throughout 

the univerſal Church; and that in purſu- 

ance of that very Command and Commiſni- 

on which they had received for the Preach- 

ing of the Goſpel, and the Performance — 

of thoſe other Things which confeſſedly 

are of divine Inſtitution, and ordinarily ne- 

ceſſary to Salvation (which he takes to be | 

plainly the Caſe of Epiſcopacy) he looks N 

upon as the Ordinance of God himſelf. 

But if this ſame Epiſcopal Church ſhall | 


wilfully | 
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wilſully neglect to pray for that civil Go- 
vernment, which by the Providence of 
God, and the Laws of the Place, is juſtly 
ſet over them: He will] openly proteſt 
againſt this Defect in their Worſhip it 
being, beyond all Diſpute, an Apoſtolick 
Conſtitution, that Supplications, Prayers, 
Interceſſions, and groing of Thanks ſhould te 
made — Fer Kings and fer all that are in 
Authority, 1 Tim. ji. 1, 2. 

Fourty, Wherever Epiſcopacy has been 
aboliſhed or laid aſide; A true Church man 
thinks it the Duty of every Men who pro- 
Files Chriftianity, to do what, in his Station, 
be fairly can fer the Re-(iabl:ſhment cf it : 
And that becauſe he takes it to be a divine 
Ordinance. But how far the Neceſſities, 
or invincible Prejudices of any of the fo- 
re gn reformed Churches, will excuſe them 
before God, either for the laying aſide or 
not reſtoring of thr E p.icopal Office, he 
will not take upon him to judge; altho', 
in ſuch Caſes as theſe, his Charity will al- 
ways incline him to the molt favourable 
Opinion. 

But Fifiblr, If, by the Providence of 
God, a !rue Church-man ſhould be under a 
Neceſſity of living in a Place, where he can- 
not have the Benefit of communicating 
with an Epiſcopal Church; There is no 
Principle, that I have here aſcribed 4 him, 
that 
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that will lay bim under a Neceſſity of ab ſolute- 
ly refuſing the Communion of Church, that 
wants nothing but Epiſcopacy to render it 
truly agreeable to the Apoſtolick Model, 
Wherever he finds a Defect in a Church, 
he thinks it his Duty to endeavour, what in 
his Station he can, the ſupplying of it: But 
it is not every real Defett in a Church that 
can lay a private Chriſtian under an Obliga- 
tion of renouncing, or ablolutely refuſing 
her Communion. Every Man 1s certainly 
bound to ſerve God, both privately and pub- 
lickly, as near as he can according to what 
God himſelf has prefcribed : But if Things 
(where I am) are not ordered, in all Re- 
ſpects, exactly according to this Rule; and 
it be no way in my Power to remedy it; 1 
think I ought to ſerve God as well as I 
can, if I cannot do it as well as I would. 
What God has forbid I muſt not do; but 
if it be not in my Power to do every Thing 
according as he has commanded ; I doubt 
not but he will accept me, if I do the belt 
that in my Circumſtances J can, 


J am, 
Octob. 20, 
708. Sir, Yours, &c. 
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Ecauſe (upon a careful Recollection of 

our late Diſcourſe) I cannot but re- 
member, that you dropped ſome Expreſſions 
that ſeemed to have a Tincture not only of 
Antiepiſcopal but even Antiminiſterial Prin- 
ciples; although I have already exceeded 
the Bounds of a Letter ; yet I ſhall beg the 
Favour of you a little, with me, to review 
what I have but juſt now ſaid touching the 
Neceſſity of Epiſcopacy. 

And when you look back upon the three 
firſt Propoſitions which I have there laid 
down, I pray conſult the New Teſtament 
and conſider thoſe Places, where not only 
a Command is given for the Performance 
of the ſeveral Parts of the Miniſterial. Fun- 
ction; but alſo certain Perſons appointed 
for the Diſcharge of that Office; and that 
either with plain Direction, or a very ſuffi- 
cient Intimation that they ſhould take care 
to appoint others who ſhould go on with 
the ſame Work, when they themſelves 
ſhould be gone off the Stage of this World: 
For Example, 


Matth. 
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Matth, xxviil. 19, 20. It was to the 
Eleven Diſciples, V 16. that our Saviour 
ſaid, Go teach all Nations baplizing them. 
And lo I am with you alway (that is, with 
you and your Succeſſors in this Office) ever 
to ihe End of the World. 

Jobn xx, 21. To the ſame Perſons (only 
Thomas being abſent, y 24.) it was that he 
ſaid, As my Father hath ſent me, ſo ſend I 
you, &. Which plainly implies a Power 
of ſending others where they could not ga 
themſelves, or when they ſhould be about 
to leave the World. 

And that the Apoſtles underſtood this 
Power to be thus given them in Order to be 
continued to ſucceeding Generations, 1s fo 
plain from their Practice that nothing can 
be more. For this Cauſe left I thee in Crete 
(ſays St. Paul to Titus, Chap. i. 5.) that 
thou ſhouldeſt ſet in Order the Things that are 
wanting; and ordain Elders in every City: 
Again 2 Tim. 11. 2. The Things that thou 
haſt heard of me—the ſame commit thou 10 
faithful Men who ſhall be able to teach others 
alſo. And if any Man's bare perſonal Qua- 
lifications, without any other Miſſion, 
were a ſufficient Warrant fur him to take 
upon himſelf the Office of a Miniſter of 
the Goſpel; what could St. Pau! mean 
when he puts the Queſtion, as of a thing 
beyond all manner of doubt, Rom. x. 15. 

D How 
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How ſball they preach except they be ſent ? 

As to the Fourth Propoſition; I wave 
all Diſpute about the Name of Biſhop and 
Preſbyter ; or by what other Title they 
were or might be diſtinguiſhed. But that 
the Orr1cex, there deſcribed by Mr, CGI. 
lingworth was not only exerciſed by the 
Apoſtles themſelves, (which I think no Man 
denies,) but alſo by other Perſons particular- 
ly appointed by them for that Purpoſe, is 
beyond Contradiction evident from the In- 
ſtances of Timothy and Titus, and the Epi- 
ſtles to them written: Nor is it by any 
Means a ſufficient Reply, to ſay, that Time- 
thy and Titus were, in an extraordinary 
Manner, appointed by St. Paul to finiſh 
that Work of ſettling and eſtabliſhing the 
Churches of Epheſus and Crete, which he, 
being called away to other Places, could 
not ſtay to make an End of; and were not 
in that Capacity, Ordinary Officers to be 
always continued in the Chriſtian Church: 
For, beſides that this is ſpoken without any 
manner of Proof, and 1s contrary to the 
unqueſtioned Opinion of the Chriſtian 
Church for above Fifteen Hundred Years 
after Chriſt, * I deſire! you to tell me: Did 


OI 


Timothy is called the Firſt Biſhop ef Epheſus, 
and Titus of Crete, in theſe Inſcriptions which are 


placed at the End «of the Epifiles, written by St, Fa 
3 all 
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all thoſe Perſons, who in the ſeveral Parts 
of the Church, had upon the like Occaſi- 
ons received the ſame Power, from ſome 
of the Apoſtles, as Timothy and Titus had 
done from St. Paul. Did they, I ſay, all 
loſe this Power as ſoon as the Apoſtles that 
employed them were dead; as the Death 
of any Prince or Potentate makes void the 
Commiſſion of his Subſtitute or Embaſſa- 
dor? If they did, then it will follow, 
that when the Churches diſperſed through- 
out the World had moſt Occaſion for the 
Exerciſe of this Power (viz. when, by the 
Death of the Apoſtles, they were deprived 
of their perſonal Care and Inſpection) they 
could not have the Benefit of it; which 
ſeems abſurd to imagine. But if the Power 
of Timothy and Titus (as it is deſcribed in 
the Epiſtles to them) did remain the ſame 
in them, and others ſuch as they were, af- 
ter that the Apoſtles were departed out of 
this World; then the Office of a Biſhop, 
as above deſcribed, was of Apoſtolick In- 
ſtitution : Nor do I think it of any Mo- 


[ITT 


172 thim : FEE ich Inſeriptions, thoiuzh not of Canomi- 
cal Authority, I take to be Credit ſufficient to ſhew 
the Netian tht the Ancient Church had of their Of 
fice in theſe Places. Nor is it denied that Euſebius 
Hyles them Biſhops of theſe Places in the ſame Sinſe 
that ave new underſiand the Nerd Biſhop. Hiſt. 
Eccl: I. iii. c. 4. 
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ment to contend about the Name or Title 
given to them. 

As to the Fifth Propoſition : If we duly 
conſider that the Office of ſuperintending 
and governing the Churches, every where 
at firlt planted, was chiefly excrciſed by the 
Apoſtles themſelves who planted them; as 
appears from the Example of St. Paul ; 
who had the Care of all the Churches (that 
is all of his planting) upon him, 2 Cor. xi. 
28. viſited every City where he had preached 
the Word of the Lord, Acts xv. 36. And 
though abſent, yet could and did give 71dg- 
ment in Caſes that required the Diſcipline 
of the Church, 1 Cor. v. 3. If this, I fay, 
be duly conſidered ; and alſo that the Holy 
Scripture is ſilent as to what was done by 
almoſt all the reſt of the Apoſtles, beyond 
Feruſalem and Zudza, in the Propagation of 
the Goſpel: It is not to be wondered that 
we meet with ſo little in the New Teſta- 
ment touching any others who acted in the 
Capacity of Þ//hops (as we now underſtand 
that Word! as long as the Apoſtles remain- 
ed alive. But as the Inſtances of Timothy 
and 7zzs do ſufficiently prove that ſome 
ſuch Biſhops, as we contend for, were ap- 
pointed, as occaſion required, even in the 
Days of the Apoſtles themſelves: fo is it 
freely owned by the greateſt Champions for 
Preſbytery that π]edialely after their Lime, 

this 
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this Form of Government univerſally ob- 
tained throughout the whole Chriſtian 
Church. And that you may not think your- 
ſelf impoſed upon by this Aſſer tion, I ſhall 
here tranſcribe the Quotations that Mr, 
Chillingworth has ſet down, and add a few 
others for your farther Satisfaction. 

Petrus Molinæus in his Book De Munere 
Paſtorali, purpoſely written in Defence of 
the Preſbyterial Government; acknow- 
ledgeth, That preſently after the Apaſtles 
Zimes; or even in their Time (as Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Story witneſſeth) it was ordained, that, 
in every City one of the Preſbytery ſhould be 
called a Biſhop , who ſhould have Pre-emte 
nence over his Collegues; to avoid Confuſion, 
which oft- times ariſeth out of Equality: And 
truly this Form of Government all Churches 
every where received, 

Theodorus Beza, in his Tract, De triplici 
Eniſcopatits genere, confeſſeth in effect the 
ſame Thing. For, having diſtinguiſhed 
Epiſcopacy into three Kinds, Divine, Hu- 
man and Satauical; and attributing to the 
Second (which he calls Human, but we 
maintain and conceive to be Apoſtolical) 
not only a Priority of Order, but a Superi- 
ority of Power and Authority over other 
Preſbyters, bounded yet by Laws and Ca- 
nons provided againſt Tyranny ; he clearly 
profeſſeth that of this kind of Epiſcopacy, 
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is to be underſtood whatſoever we read con- 
cerning the Authority of Biſhops (or Pre- 
ſidents as Juſtia Martyr calls them) in Igna- 
tius and other more antient Writers. 

Thus far out of Mr. Chill;agworth, whoſe 
Quotations indeed, having not the Books 
at hand, I have not examined, but yet have 
no doubt of the ExaCctneſs of them; not 
only on the Score of his great Ability and 
Sincerity, but alſo becauic I never could 
find that he has herein in the Jealt been 
contradicted, 

In the Margin of the ſame Diſcourſe I 
find quoted Dan. Chamicr Pauſtrat Tom. ii. 
Lib. 10. Cap. 6. Sect. 24. His Words are 
Inæqualitatem | ſc. inter Epiſcopos & Pre- 
ſbyteros] efſe veiuftiſſimam, ac vicinam Apo- 
ſtolorum temporibus : Quod nos ultro fatemur. 
He calls this Inequality there indeed an [1- 
novation: But yet owns that in Alexandria, 
which was the at Church whercin it took 
place, it was introduced aut noudyuin lapſe, 
aut vix elapſo primo ſeculo. 

I find there alſo quoted Nic Vedelius 
Exerc. iii in Erift. Ie nat. ad Philadelph. cap. 
14. & Exerc. vil. in Epiſt. ad Mariam, cap. 
3. but have not the Book by me, But the 
former of theſe Qu tations I find in Vede— 
lius'* TION ſet down by Tordeſius Irenic. 
Lib i. Cap. 11. Jam, inquli, tempore Icnalii 
erat diſcrimen illud Preſlytercrum & Epiſcopi. 


Iliera- 
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Hieronymus Zauchius (quoted alſo by For- 
beſius) ſaith thus, Non ita multo pot Apo- 
ſtolos, obtinuit conſuetudo, ut ex multis paſto- 
ribus, ſeu Preſbyteris & Epiſcopis, unus præ- 
ficeretur reliquis omnibus, non tauguam Do— 
minus, ſed ut Rector reliquis Senatoribus 
cui imprimis commendata eſjet cura tolius ali- 
cujus Ficlefia ;, reliqui illius eſſet Coadjutores 
& College — Ac proinde buic etiam pri- 
marii ual ite nomen Epiſcopi & Paſtoris 
attribuebatur : KReliqui College Preſbytero- 
ram taniuimn nomine contenti fuerunt. lta fa- 
ftum erit & quæque Civitas unum haberct 
Epiſccpum & mullos Preſbyteros, &c. In 
Quart, Præcept. Pag. ( Forbeſio) 732, 733. 
(Mihi) 666, 667. 

Auguflinus Marloratus, by the Angels of 
the Seven Churches, Rev. 1. 20. underitands 
with the Generality of Interpreters, the 
Eiſhops or Paſtors of thoſe Churches. And 
that you may clearly fee what Notion he 
had of thoſe Biſhops which were appoint- 
cc h in that carly Age of the Church, take 
his own Words ( Expo/et. Eccleſiaſt. in Apoc. 
cap. ii. X 1.) Non Populum aggreditur fed 
Clerum , nec gquemlibet de Clero nominatin 
compelliat, fed Principem Cleri, utique Epiſ- 


| copu;m. This he ſpeaks without any Doubt 
ö or Heſitation; and his Teftmony is fo 
| much thu niore to be regarded, becauſe he 
was well acquaiuted with, and a diligent 

| I Collector 
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Collector of the Opinions of the learned Di- 


vines of thoſe foreign reformed Churches 
where the Preſbyterian Government was 
eſtabliſhed. 

Monfieur Bochart is indeed of Opinion, 
that the Government of the Church at 
tirſt, was according to the Preſbyterian 
Model : Into which Miſtake it is probable 
he was led by finding Preſbyters ſettled in 
ſeveral Churches, before there was any fixed 
or reſident Biſhop amongſt them: The Of- 
fice of ſuperintending and governing the 
Churches every where being, as I have al- 
ready ſaid, for ſome time exerciſed by the 
ſeveral Apoſtles that planted them. But 
yet obſerve the free Acknowledgment of 
this learned Man in his own Words, Cepen— 
dant je demeure d' accord que POrdre Epiſco- 
pal eſt de grande Anliquitè, & qu'il a eſte regeu 
avec beaucoup de fruit par toute Pegliſe, bi- 
entot apres les Apoſtres, Lettre a Monſieur 
Morley, p. 4. 

Were it neceſſary in ſo plain a Caſe, I 
could add many more Quotations to the 
ſime Purpoſe. But I conclude this Point 
with one out of David Blondel, who was 
the greateſt Champion that ever yet appear- 
ed againſt Epiſcopacy. He then ( Pref. ad 
Apol. pro Sentent. Hieron.) deſcribes the 
Place and Office of the Senior Preſbyter 
in every Church to have been much the 

ſame 
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ſame as I have ſaid Mr, Chillingworth al- 
cribes to a Biſhop, calling them Pre/byte- 
rorum Prepoſitos, it, Cleri totius capi- 
ta mewloxAybivles, who — the firſt, or chief, 
Care of each Church, by the Conſent of their 
Fellow Preſlyters; and telling us, that 7he 
well or ill diing of the Flock committed to 
them, might juſily be charged upon them. As 
he lays it appears by the Meſſages ſent to 
the Angels of the Aſiatict Churches, Rev. 
ii. 3. And having in theſe and other 
Words deſcribed them as Perſons of a re- 
markable Eminence above the relt of the 
Preſbyters; he tells us (on what ſolid 
Ground I cannot find) that this Office of 
courſe belonged to the eldeſt Preſbyter in 
every Church, upon whoſe Death he lays 
it was, by Succeſſion, derived to the next 
in Sentority, and ſo continued until the Year 
of our Lord 108. (for the Caſe of Timothy 
and Titus he looks upon to be extraordi— 
nary) after which he has theſe remarkable 
Words: Sed paulo paſt - ad Suffragia 
ubique (velut conſpiratione ſacta) itum, ut 
deinceps fralrum caput & w,’ eſſet non 
(pro veleri more) 3: xagdoviiiicy fed (ex re- 
centi inſlituto) inicr collegas dotivus ad com- 
munem edificationem potior, &c. Pag. 6, 7, 8. 
So that Blondel himſelt, a profeſſed Adver- 
ſary, grants the Office of a Biſhop to have 
been from the very firſt Eſtabliſhment of 

Churches; 
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Churches; but only alledges (how truly I 
do not now enquire) that this Office at firſt 
went by Succeſiion ; and that ſoon after the 
Year 108, it came every where to be Ele- 
ctive. And to make this Scheme of his 
out, he is forced to have Recourſe to a very 
extravagant Suppoſition; namely that the 
Churches every where, on a ſudden, as if 
they had conſpired tegether, made a Change 
in the Manner of appointing their Biſhops 
or Preſidents, and brought it from Succeſ- 
ſion to Election: Altho' it is very evident 
that ſo material a Change in a Thing of that 
Conſequence could not be introduced with- 
out great Oppoſition, which therefore muſt 
have made it a Buſineſs of longer T ime than 
he ſuppoſes. 

The ſixth and laſt Propoſition which I 
have laid down, touching the Neceſſity if 
Epiſcopacy, is ſo plain an Inference from 
what went before, that I think it cannot 
be gainſaid. For that the Form of Church- 
Polity, ſettled by the Apoſtles, ſhould, im- 
mediately, after their Deceaſe, be univer- 
ſally changed, and that without any Op- 
poſition given, or ſy much as Notice taken 
by any Writer of that Age, or near it, that 
ſuch a Change there was, is a Suppoſition 
that ſure no Man that conſiders thoroughly 
will ever admit. 

From the Confeſſion therefore of the 
moſt 
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moſt learned Ad verſaries of Epiſcopacy, our 
Church-man gathers enough to conclude, 
with the eſtabliſhed Church, that Biſhops, 
as well as Prieſts, or Preſbyters and Dea- 
cons have been even from the Apoſiles Time. 
Pref. to the Form of Ordinat. 

I pray obferve, 2 St. John lived to the 
Year of Chriſt, 99. or, as ſome ſay, two 
or three Years * Now if the Church, 
during his Liſe, had innovated in the Mat- 
ter of Epiſcopacy, he certainly would have 
given publick Oppoſition to it: And how 
ſo great a Change as is pretended could uni- 
verſally, and without Oppoſition, be intro- 
duced within eleven or twelve Years after 
his Death is, to me, a Riddle not to be 
accounted for. 
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